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 PROLOGUE: MANTRAS 
FOR A CLUB 
15.08.–03.10.2020
PRICE is a fictional character who appears in vari-
ous performances. His work is characterized by ela-
borate soundscapes, costumes and stage design of-
ten developed in collaborative constellations. His 
productions play with the audience’s expectations 
of the exposed, ostensibly authentic self of the per-
former, who emotes before their eyes. They are in-
terspersed with pop-cultural set pieces, mechanical 
sounds, rhythms and his own singing voice. The 
voice forms a central element of his work. PRICE 
views it as an acoustic form of emotional communi-
cation outside language’s imperative to create mea-
ning.

In PRICE’s work, different spaces—each with their 
own economies, mechanisms of historization and 
exclusion, norms and potentials—overlap: the stage 
of theater and performance, the club, digital space, 
the fashion runway, the exhibition space. PRICE 
the drama unfolds against the backdrop of spaces di-
vided into their individual, constituent parts.

His performances alternate between total immersi-
on and the abrupt unmasking of the means of thea-
trical staging. Part of this involves the emotional 
work that has to be invested in order to maintain the 
fiction of the performer’s individual identity—a ge-
nuine expenditure that is always also an effect, like 
the artificially shimmering sweat on his forehead. 
These are not the irreconcilable oppositions of arti-
ficial and authentic around which he moves. Rather, 
PRICE is interested in the conflicting relationship 
between these socially normative categories, the re-
alm of which is the (queer) self, the (queer) body.

Misfit costumes reference a variety of other possib-
le forms of wearing by different bodies; instances of 
stumbling and struggling sneak into PRICE’s work. 
For him, failure is always also part of a queer strate-
gy: an indifference to assimilation, rigid identities 
and the demands on the self in digital capitalism. It 
is a second-degree failure that is always part of the 
presentation.

The exhibition Prologue: Mantras for a Club at the 
Stadtgalerie opens up acoustic landscapes. The per-
forming body is absent. Present only through voice, 
it searches for new spaces, alliances and resonances 
among visitors: a game of access, proximity and 
ephemerality. As prologue, the exhibition is the 
first of a series of performances entitled Mantras for 
a Club to be presented at the Neumarkt Theater in 
Zurich and the Arsenic in Lausanne 2021.

 
 



Events 
Opening 
Friday, 14.08.2020 
6 pm 
Public guided tour 
(with translation in 
sign language, in german) 
Wednesday, 02.09.2020 
6 pm 

Artist talk  
with PRICE, Christoph Studer 
and Luca Beeler (in german) 
Wednesday, 16.09.2020 
6 pm 

PRICE (Matthias Ringgenberg, *1986 in Rio de 
Janeiro, BR) lives and works in Zürich. 2015 Mas-
ters degree at Hochschule der Künste Bern in Ex-
panded Theater (former Performing Arts and The-
ater). Performances (selection): WIP Showing by 
Ouverture (Mantras for a Club), Bela Maré, Rio de 
Janeiro (2020);  Melodies are so far my best friends, 
Theater Neumarkt, Zürich; Beursschouwburg, 
Brussels, u.a. (2019); Swiss Performance Art 
Award for Where do you wanna go today (Variations), 
Kaserne Basel (2018); You don’t touch it, it touches 
you, DIANA art space, Los Angeles (2016); Great-
est Hits, KEM space Warsaw i. a. (2015); Can’t say 
much about anything that’s new, Centre Culturel Su-
isse, Paris; Arsenic, Lausanne (2015); A: I am im-
pressed B: well - I am in love, Video performance 
(2015); Home is a place we all have to find, (2015) 
Institut Modedesign Fachhochschule der Künste 
Basel.
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